Prostheticlorthotic education
Over the last triennium we have seen the development of the Category I1 (orthopaedic technologist) and then the Category I (prosthetist/orthotist) educational packages. The Category I1 professional would be trained to work in low-income countries where Category I training is not realistically achievable in the short term. However, in he long term, all countries should aim to have Category I professionals. For example, in Tanzania, where there has been a recognised Category I1 course for some years, a Category I course is now being introduced.
The educational packages contain a professional profile, code of ethics, learning objectives and an indication of the content and procedures for final examinations. Thus they are valuable guidelines for any new school and may prove helpful for existing schools. A school, which provides education and training in accordance with the appropriate ISPO educational package, can seek ISPO recognition. This involves a visit by two inspectors, normally at the time of the examinations, to study the course in detail. The inspectors then report back to the Executive Board which will decide either to recognise the course (possibly with recommendations for minor changes) or advise the school that the standard is insufficient and suggest necessary improvements for recognition to be achieved. The cost of the inspection must be borne by the school. Any professional who graduates from a school at a time when it is recognised by ISPO will be entitled to receive a certificate of ISPO registration. Schools, which pass the inspection, are recognised for three years. In order for its graduates to obtain ISPO registration it is essential that the school should apply for re-inspection promptly. If ISPO recognition is allowed to lapse for a period of time, students who graduate during that period will not be eligible for ISPO registration. Recently, inspections have been camed out at the Cambodian School for Prosthetics and Orthotics (Phnom Penh, Cambodia) and Don Bosco University (San Salvador, El Salvador). Both schools achieved the required standard for ISPO Category I1 recognition.
Currently the Category I11 educational package is being developed. The ISPO Category 111 refers to the technician or bench hand who does not treat patients but is skilled in the manufacture and repair of prostheses and orthoses.
Consensus Conferences
A consensus conference is a gathering of acknowledged experts and individuals with working experience in the topic of the conference. The conference would typically consist of invited papers to establish a knowledge base, syndicate discussions where groups discuss selected issues and seek to identify areas of agreement and conflict, followed by plenary sessions in which the findings of the groups are discussed. The aim is determine areas of general consensus in such matters as patient treatment methods, organisation of services and appropriate materials and components.
Early in the last triennium, in June 1996, there was a consensus conference on Appropriate Prosthetic Technology in the Developing World held in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. This conference has led to improved communication between the different non-governmental organisations working in the region and evaluations of prosthetic systems designed for the developing world. It also set the scene for a conference in Wuhan, China organised by the German agencies DSE and GTZ to plan GTZ activity into the new millennium. Another consensus conference, this time on Poliomyelitis, was held in Hammamet, Tunisia. The report of this conference is due to be published very soon. Already, as a result of the conference, several courses on the management of poliomyelitis are being planned. The Executive Board is currently examining possible topics for the next consensus conference.
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World Congresses
The Amsterdam World Congress was very successful with a total of 3428, of whom 1483 attended the scientific programme while 1776 attended the exhibition only. A preliminary verbal report was given by the Secretary General, Hans Arendzen at an early stage and this should ensure that the next World Congress benefits from the experience of the last.
The next World Congress is being planned for Glasgow, UK on 1-5 July 2001. The venue is the Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre in Glasgow. This centre has excellent facilities and is conveniently located for hotels. Preparations for this congress are progressing well but a great deal of work remains to be done. It seems likely that the exhibition will be large and the programme excellent although this is, of course, affected by the quality of papers submitted.
Bids for the 2004 World Congress are expected to arrive soon. The deadline for receiving these is 30 April 1999.
Executive Board (1998-2001)
The Executive Board is elected every three years. The first stage is the production of the slate of nominations by the Protocol and Nominations Committee. The Committee is helped in this by suggestions received from National Member Societies. There is a special form for this on which the National Member Society should provide all relevant information about the individual suggested. Once composed, the slate then goes before the Executive Board and may be approved or amended at this stage. Once finalised, the slate is presented at the Interim Meeting of International Committee Representatives and sent to all National Member Societies. At this stage any National Member Society may add to the slate. If names are added then an election becomes necessary. This takes the form of a postal ballot of the International Committee. It is always hoped that the slate produced by the Executive Board will be accepted because a great deal of care has been taken to achieve a good professional and geographical balance.
The The election process is now beginning for the Executive Board (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) . Forms have been sent to National Member Societies inviting suggestions.
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